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THE BROADSHEET
No. 5

A PRIL, 19 35

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN

Esther Altny

Wood Cut

The Fashion Show
By C ONSTANCE WHITMAN
You are probably well aware by now that all the current activ
ity in the Costume Department is due to the annual attack of the
fashion show fever. This is the third time that the present crop
of seasoned costume designers has gone through this particular
type of brainstorm, and we are aware that, to most of you, all this
fuss seems a trifle unnecessary. It really is a serious business with
us, for it gives us an opportunity to show the general public—
and our sponsors—that our work really docs amount to some
thing practical. We tell them that design and color harmony
in dress are of paramount importance, and we illustrate our
points by showing them what they can do with a little originality
and an eye for the functional purpose of their clothes.
An opportunity is given us to exhibit our ideas in handicraft,
as shown in the designs which we present to the Jewelry de
signers for construction, and in our hand-dyed fabrics for which
we make the designs and which we construct into garments in
our workshop. We exhibit our skill in design by our adaptations
of historically inspired gowns to the purposes of a present day
wardrobe. We display our ability to forecast trends in style by
originating and exhibiting models which are definitely ahead
of the styles now currently accepted. And, above all, we prove
to all and sundry that color in dress makes a vast difference in
personal appearance.
How do we do it? First, Miss Jessie L. Burbank, head of the
department, solicits bids from various manufacturers for com
missions for designs using their materials, or figures on job lot
prices on certain types of cloths, samples to be submitted for
use in ordering. When the samples arrive the costume designers

ITEMS
The Junior Art Show is now on exhibition in
the lower galleries of the School Museum. This
is the fourth such competition to discover and
encourage talent in children of the state, which
is sponsored by the Rhode Island School of De
sign and the Providence Journal. Those who
submit the best work, in the opinion of the
judges, will be eligible to take part in another
competition at the school, on the basis of which
the awards will be made—one year's tuition in
any department of the Junior School.
In order that the Alumni Traveling Scholarship
for Seniors be available this year, the R. I. S. D.
Alumni Association is sponsoring a Beaux Arts
Ball, May 10, at Memorial Hall. A large
attendance is anticipated, as tickets for students
and friends are only fifty cents and for Alumni
and friends seventy-five cents. Reserved seats
are one dollar. Those arranging the ball are
Mr. George P. Love, Decorations; Miss Anna
Carmody, Entertainment; Miss Gladys Wilkins,
Patrons and Patronesses; Mr. C. Lawrence
Parker, Refreshments; Mr. Chester L. Dodge,
Announcements; Miss Edna Lawrence, Posters;
Miss Bernice Jamieson and Mr. Norman W.
Marble, Co-chairmen. Tickets may be secured
from Mr. Rudolph Griffin, Memorial Hall.
Give your support, so that some worthy Senior
may go abroad to study.
The Eastern Arts Association, an organization
comprised of teachers of the Arts in both public
and private schools, representing states cast of
Ohio and North of Virginia, held its twentysixth cvonvention in Philadelphia recently.
Rhode Island art educators have always been
conspicuous on the council and in the offices of
the association. Mrs. Harriet Pitman, a former
art supervisor in the Providence Public Schools,
was one of its first
presidents. Since then we
have added to the list Mr. Royal B. Farnum,
director of the Rhode Island School of Design;
Augustus F. Rose; Deputy Superintendent of
Schools Eric Anderson and the present presi
dent, Antonio Cirino, head of the Teacher
Training Department of the Rhode Island
School of Design. From the School of Design
were Mr. Farnum, who spoke at a noon-day
lunch and a banquet; Mr. Cirino, who presided
at all meetings; Dean Dana P. Vaughan and
Mrs. Vaughan; and Miss Lillian Field, member
of the R. I. S. D. teaching staff and Art Super
visor of the Providence public schools.
Mr. William D. Fales, head of the Textile De
partment, made an interesting trip during our
spring vacation, visiting textile schools at Ra
leigh, North Carolina; Clcmson College, South
Carolina; Atlanta, Georgia; Auburn, Alabama;
College Station, Texas; and Lubbock, Texas. In
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select from them the fabrics and colors which most appeal to
them. The type of garment is then decided upon, and the
students set to work to evolve a costume which is best suited
to the material which they have chosen. Second, the students
cut their patterns to measurement in unbleached muslin and
fit them in the manner in which they will appear in the finished
garment. These patterns arc then measured, so that we may
estimate the amount of material required. The figures are then
submitted to Miss Burbank, who orders from the manufacturer.
When the cloth arrives, the students cut and finish their cos
tumes. The final
process involves the choice of appropriate
accessories to complete the ensembles. The students design their
own buttons, buckles, and fastenings, and their designs arc taken
to the Jewelry Department to be made. Where hats are con
cerned, the student usually takes her problem to Miss Burbank,
who confers with her about the type to be worn, and, if a new
type is needed, Joan Higgins, via Florence Wright, our appren
tice milliner, solves our problem.
When it is a case of a commission for a design using a manu
facturer's material, the student, after having constructed the
garment, submits to the manufacturer a finished sketch of the
dress to be used for newspaper advertising or display purposes.
In this case, the dress goes back to the manufacturer after the
show is over. Sometimes the manufacturer gives the designer a
length of material with which to construct another dress.
Besides being shown at Memorial Hall, some of the dresses
will be exhibited at the Katharine Gibbs School on April 29,
and at the Rhode Island Auditorium on May 1 I in connection
with the Flower Show.
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the course of the trip Mr. Fales encountered a
dust storm in Texas and a flood in Louisiana,
summer weather in New Orleans, and then came
home to winter weather. During the textile
convention, held in Greenville, North Carolina,
Mr. Fales was appointed a member of a com
mittee to go to Washington, D.C., next month
to consider the possibility of all schools collab
orating in writing a suitable text-book on tex
tile subjects.
Wesley Noble, a student in the Drawing and
Painting Department, has designed and exe
cuted for a local merchant a mural painting in
abstract form which records the significant parts
of a trip from New York, through the Panama
Canal, to Mexico, and from there to California.
PefT&y Jean Connell, Junior Costume Design
student, can be heard any Monday, Wednesday,
or Friday morning at 9:45 over WEAN, WJAR,
or WPRO as the voice of "Babs" in the "Shop
ping Adventures of Sally and Ann." The pro
gram is an advertising feature sponsored by the
Boston Store, and the script is written by Vir
ginia Rooks, former School of Design student.
Solved! The Mystery of Old Magazines! Miss
Evelyn Chase, Librarian, having undergone the
tortures of spring cleaning, has capitulated and
has consented to divulge the fate of back numbers
of magazines received by the library. Some are
bound and kept for reference. The others are at
the desk and may be clipped by those so desiring.
T. T. students, please N. B.
This summer a new educational project will be
sponsored by the School of Design. It will be a
Trans-Pacific Travel School. The American
leader is to be Mr. Dana P. Vaughan; the Jap
anese manager, Mr. Sogo Matsumoto of the Far
Eastern Culture Center. The tour will consist
of a visit to Japan and will include the study of
Japanese woodcutting, stenciling of fabrics, silk
culture, etc. A course is also offered in the his
tory of Japanese arts with an opportunity to
visit various art.and historical centers. This is
an all-expense tour, starting June 22 and return
ing Aug. 22. Mr. Vaughan will gladly give in
formation regarding the project.
Essays by eight students in Mr. William E.
Wilson's sophomore English course were sub
mitted early this month in the Har-per's Maga
zine College Essay Contest. Last year, compet
ing with college and university students from all
parts of the country, six of the eleven Rhode
Island School of Design essays were among the
finalists
from which the prize-winners were
chosen by the editors of Harper's. Students
whose essays were submitted this year are: Rich
ard E. Gabel, Teacher Training; William Sul

livan, Teacher Training; Dorothy Nisbet, Fabri
cated Design; Michael Eramian, Graphic Arts;
Margaret Foster, Graphic Arts; Frances Church,
Graphic Arts; Eleanor Dunn, Graphic Arts; and
Durward Maddocks, Architecture.
The newest addition to the school staff is Mrs.
Mary Long Bailey, dietitian. She is a graduate
of Muskingum College, New Concord, Ohio,
and came to us from Port Chester, New York,
where she was dietitian and teacher of home
economics.
Members of the Jewelry and Fabricated Design
Departments visited the Silverware Division of
the Gorham Company on Friday, April 12th.
Robert K. Stephens, of the Drawing and Paint
ing Department, gave a talk on the History and
Making of Masks at the Handicraft Club on
April 23. He exhibited some of his own work in
illustration, and demonstrated his method of
making masks.
Frescoes by Olive Prior and Alfeo Verrecchia
were included in the recent exhibition of the
Sophomore and Junior Composition Class. Olive
Malm, Pasquale Masiello, and Charles Weston
arc also working on frescoes. The group is using
the basement of the Design Building, a space
large enough to allow great freedom for the
splashing of plaster.
The exhibit of molded plastics in the Main Hall
from April 15-27 was loaned by the Associated
Attleboro Manufacturers, Inc. Sketches for pre
mium, double-use packages designed by George
Barton, designer for the firm, were mounted in
attractive wall panels. Radio cabinets, electrical
appliances, and chain-store merchandise of the
premium type were exhibited, as well as powder
and color samples of Bakelite and Plaskon.

A group of students arc constructing a relief
map of the state of Rhode Island as an F.E.R.A.
project. The work is being carried on with the
advice of Dr. William L. Bryant of Roger Wil
liams Park Museum. Robert Stephens, who has
done this type of work in the Museum of Nat
ural History in New York, is in direct charge.
The map is six feet six inches by eight feet ten
and will be used to show natural drainage sys
tems in the state. The following students arc
working on the map: J. Champlin, J. DcAngclis,
R. Gay, H. James, P. Masiello, F. Patalano,
J. Saulino, R. A. Jones, L. Peabody.
On Wednesday, May 1, students and their
friends will have an opportunity to hear a talk
with motion pictures by Alexander Markey, mo
tion picture director and world traveler. Mr.
Markey has spent four years with the Maoris of
New Zealand where he filmed
native life. He
will speak at 12:30 in Memorial Hall.
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